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RURAL LIBRARY SERVICE—A REPORT OF PROGRESS 


The State-Wide Library Project got 
under way in January, 1940, with the 
organization of Vilas County. To date 
(September, 1940) the following accomp- 
lishments may be recorded: 

The service is in operation in four 
counties: Vilas, Langlade, Richland and 
Shawano (organized independently in 
1935 under FERA). 

38 stations are operating. 

386 custodians are employed. 

8591 borrowers are registered. 

108,194 books have been circulated. 

38,000 (approximately) persons have 
been brought within the range of library 
service. 

From the following sources (1) Fed- 
eral funds, (2) Traveling library loans, 
(3) Local contributions a book stock of 
384,498 volumes has been built up. 

The state professional staff of two 
trained librarians gives full time to the 
project. These two are: Doris Hidde, 
Minnesota Library School ’32, State 
Supervisor; Edna Bibby, Drexel Library 
School, Assistant State Supervisor. 

County supervisors of the four organ- 
ized counties are: Mrs. Ella Veslak, 
Shawano; Marion Spear, Langlade; 
Eleanor Hanners, Richland; Mrs. Jean 
Shambeau, Vilas. 


Mrs. W. L. Davis acts as sponsor’s 
agent for the Library Commission; Irene 
Newman for the Department of Public 
Instruction. 

A three day training institute under 
the direction of the professional staff 
was held in Shawano, August 14-16, with 
30 workers in attendance. 

Three bookmobiles will shortly be in 
operation in the state. 

One of these, set aside as a Children’s 
Bookmobile, has the added sponsorship 
of the Library workers with children, 
Mrs. Mary T. Ryan committee chair- 
man; and the American Legion which 
has guaranteed financial support for 
operation and upkeep for the period of 
the demonstration. Miss Hazel E. Pryth- 
erch, Illinois Library School ’40, is in 
charge of this special service. Crawford, 
Grant, Iowa and Rock are the counties 
to receive this service. 

A second bookmobile has been assigned 
to Shawano county where it will be used 
exclusively for service to one room 
schools; the third will be devoted to 
rural school service in Washington coun- 
ty, under sponsorship of the county su- 
perintendent. 

Developments in other counties are in 
prospect. 
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*ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Mrs. Winifred L. Davis, Editor, Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Do You Use The Traveling Library? 


The librarian at A— reports that a 
patron, aged about 80, upon asking for 
a certain book (it was a western!) said: 
“You’re so good to me I hate to keep 
botherin’ you. Why, up to B— that 
woman in the library there don’t send 
for a thing. I sez to my brother, you just 
tell her that down to A— we can send 
for things we ain’t got. But she tells him 
there’s plenty to read right there, and 
she won’t send for nuthin’. Well, I’ll be 
doggoned, I sez to him, I’m glad I’m 
down here to A— where a feller can get 
what he wants. If you can’t get it, you 
leastwise try—and that’s all anybody 
can ask.” 

The Traveling Library is glad to send 
fiction as well as useful books, and is 
especially pleased with the small libraries 
that write in often. The book may be 
in use, or not immediately available, but 
“leastwise try.” 


Elroy. Mrs. H. W. Smith who was sec- 
retary of the library board for many 
years died this past spring. 


Galesville. Mrs. John F. Cance, who for 
twenty-nine years was treasurer of the 
library board, passed away in the early 
spring. High tribute was paid to Mrs. 


Cance in resolutions adopted by the 
board. 
Green Bay. “Open air’ library service 


was offered during the summer by the 
children’s department of the Kellogg 
public library, not waiting for the child 
to come to the books, but bringing the 
books to the child. 

Once every two weeks, on regular 
schedule, members of the department ap- 
peared at four city and two county 
school grounds. From a car they took 
out a table, placed books on it and 
“opened up shop.” Children appeared 
with books they had taken out two weeks 
before, left with reading material for 
the next two weeks. Checkings on the 


books are made just as they are at the 
main library. 

Miss Marian Sharp, ehildren’s librari- 
an, reports that the service was started 
as an experiment but that it has been 
very successful and popular and was 
continued throughout the summer. About 
359 books were circulated on the first 
round. 

Selected as sites for the “open air’ li- 
braries were schools farthest from the 
main library or its two branches, sec- 
tions which by location might prevent 
children from reading as much as they 
otherwise would. 

All of the books offered under the plan 
were from regular stock at the main li- 
brary’s children’s department, selected 
from various fields for their general ap- 
peal. Children had a free selection with- 
in the range of books suitable for their 
ages. 


Horicon. The librarian’s annual report 
for 1939 shows a gain in circulation over 
1938 of 3000. There were 138 new regis- 
trations; 289 new books were purchased, 
and several consignments from the State 
traveling library increased the book 
stock. 

In line with publicity given to old 
books the following is quoted from the 
library notes: “Somerset Maughn, the 
well known British author, writes re- 
garding reading: ‘My own plan is never 
to let myself be persuaded to read a 
best seller for two or three years after 
its publication; it is astonishing how 
many books that have been received with 
acclamation I find I can without loss, 
leave unread!’ 

“We have placed on the shelves this 
week a book which was written by Rich- 
ardson and which after the lapse of a 
great length of time is still read by our 
collegian. We refer to Pamela by Rich- 
ardson.” 


Loyal. At the annual meeting of the 
Library Board held in August yearly 
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reports were given and the election of 
officers took place. Board members whose 
three year terms had expired were: Mrs. 
G. W. Nelson, Mrs. C. D. Cannon, and 
Dr. Edward M. Trnka. All three were 
elected to serve again. 

The auditing committee reported that 
the secretary and treasurer’s books were 
in perfect order. The treasurer’s report 
showed a balance on hand of $475.77. 
This was to defray expenses until April 
1st, 1941. 

The librarian’s report showed another 
increase in circulation over and above 
the year before: 1938-39 circulation, 15,- 
798; 1939-40 circulation, 16,237. For 
1939-40 6,495 was children’s circulation 
and 9,742 was adult circulation. Mrs. 
Gwin also reported that in the last year 
non-fiction reading has increased to the 
point where now 30% of the reading is 
non-fiction. In 1938-39 20% was non- 
fiction. Adult non-fiction reading in- 
creased from 10% in 1938-39 to 16% in 
1939-40. 

Activities for Book Week in the fall 
were discussed and it was voted to carry 
out a program along the same line as 
has been done in the last two years. 
Mrs. Hugh F. Gwin was elected librari- 
an for another three months. 


Nekoosa. Mr. John Buehler, treasurer 
of the library board since 1919, passed 
away in July. 


Rio. Members of the library board 
were successful in raising necessary ad- 
ditional funds for the library at a party 
given during the year, and expressed 
their appreciation for the generous sup- 
port of the many persons who attended. 


Stevens Point. The 500th anniversary 
of the invention of printing from mov- 
able types was celebrated under the aus- 
pices of the library and the Journal 
Printing Co. The exhibits included the 
original press of General A. G. Ellis, 
publisher of the Pinery, Stevens Point’s 
first newspaper. A copy of this was also 
on display. Other items consisted of fac- 
simile pages of the Gutenberg Bible, the 
Fust and Schoeffer Psalter, Manual de 
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Adultoa (earliest specimen of printing 
in the new world), the Bay Psalm book 
and earliest copies of local papers. 

Fine examples of present-day printing 
were also displayed, such as Birds of 
America by Audubon, Island of Bali, by 
Miguel Covarrubias, Animal treasure, 
and Caribbean treasure by Sanderson. 

he Stevens Point Daily Journal also 
presented the dramatic and high points 
of printing down to the present time. The 
page devoted to this in the Journal for 
April 19, 1940, carries distinction. 

A $5000 trust fund was received by 
city council, the income from which is 
to be invested in books for the local li- 
brary. This is in accordance with the 
will of Mrs. Elizabeth Corlett, and is to 
be known as the Corlett memorial fund. 

The latest monthly report at hand 
shows that the county circulation over 
a period of six months in 1940 has al- 
most doubled that of a corresponding 
period in 1939. 


Stoughton. Miss Charlene Brozich has 
been librarian since June, following her 
graduation from Library School, Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. Mrs. Florence Jen- 
sen Maltpress whom Miss Brozich suc- 
ceeded gave up the position to move to 
Washington, D. C., where Mr. Maltpress 
had accepted a position. 


Superior. The library had three unique 
exhibits during the spring. One consisted 
of genuine ivory carvings brought from 
Japan by Miss Elizabeth McCormick; the 
other, given to the library by Miss Juan- 
ita Walker, a number of pieces of pot- 
tery of the Pueblo Indians. A third ex- 
hibit displayed sample ores from the 
famous Hull-Ruft-Mahoning mine, the 
largest open pit mine in the world. The 
ores are samples of those shipped daily 
from the docks in Superior, and were 
presented by the Oliver Mining Com- 
pany, Hibbing. 

A program of voluntary fingerprint- 
ing was inaugurated by the police de- 
partment and the public library, and 
conducted at the library. 

Library salaries have been cut from 3 
to 15 per cent in order to operate the 
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service with the reduced budget. The 
appropriation was cut $6000. To effect 
further economies the East End branch 
will close at 6 p. m. two days a week, 
and all day Saturday; the main library 
will be closed on Sundays and holidays. 

Effective June 1 for 14 weeks the main 
library hours of opening were reduced 
from 72 to 30 a week, with the staff re- 
duced by one-half. There was also an 
enforced 4-week vacation without pay. 
The library has sent out a call for book 
donations. 


Waukesha. Miss Layman, children’s li- 
brarian, has something to say of the ex- 
periment carried out in Waukesha, which 
brought the school to the library: 

“Surveying the school-library situation 
in an attempt to extend and better the 
services offered by the public library, 
the juvenile department discovered that 
many children in the grade schools were 
not taking advantage of the library priv- 
ileges. One cause of this deficiency was 
probably due to the impossibility of a 
more personal follow-up to the introduc- 
tion to the library on occasion of school 
visits. 

“The Department undertook in Sep- 
tember of 1937 an experimental year of 
sponsoring school visits to the library. 
Classes from the fourth through the 
sixth grades of six elementary schools 
were scheduled to spend an hour in the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Room every two weeks 
under direct supervision of their home 
room teachers. 

“School authorities at once recognized 
its educational value in exposing the 
child to an assortment of reading mater- 
ial best suited for him, and in creating 
in him a desire to read—a desire not 
forced upon him by assignment of top- 
ics, but a spontaneous one evolved from 
an atmosphere of good fellowship and 
enthusiasm of his fellow mates for good 
books, and inviting surroundings con- 
ducive to reading for fun, and a sym- 
pathetic and understanding attitude of 
supervisor and librarian. 

“Since the inauguration of this school- 
library plan, the public library has bene- 
fited in many ways from contacts with 
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supervisors and students. In contrast to 
the 21 classes which visited the library 
in the school year of 1935-1936, there 
were 334 school groups which took ad- 
vantage of the new library visits during 
1937-1938. There was likewise a marked 
increase in circulation, in the number of 
new borrowers, and in a net gain of 424 
books added in contrast to a net loss of 
834 books during the year of 1935-1936. 


“The figures indicate that recognition 
of the need for building up the book 
stock of the juvenile department was 
one of the constructive results of the 
cooperative program of the school and 
the library. 

“During the summer months the work 
of the Boys’ and Girls’ Room still con- 
tinued with more personal supervision 
given to individual children than is pos- 
sible during the heavy school year. This 
vacation period the public library coop- 
erated with the school by circulating 
from the library a stock of school read- 
ers to those children who need practice 
in reading during the summer. The pub- 
lic library did not feel the necessity of 
duplicating the school collection of prim- 
ers and pre-primers, and so literally the 
‘school came to the library.’ 

“Steps are now being taken by the 
school to provide the children’s librarian 
with a card index showing the reading 
ability of every grade school child as 
obtained from reading tests. This infor- 
mation will make it possible for the li- 
brarian to better direct the reading of 
children when she knows that the sixth 
grade person with whom she is working 
is only capable at present to comprehend 
fourth grade material. 

“At present 98% of the children in 
the city are registered borrowers in the 
juvenile department. According to the 
number of transfers this vacation period 
of ninth grade people to the adult de- 
partment, the time spent with boys and 
girls during their grade school years has 
been well worth while for surely the 
juvenile borrower of today is the adult 
borrower of tomorrow.” 


Wausau. The County Homemakers or- 
ganization has been instrumental in se- 
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curing from the county board $500 for 
library service in the county. The admin- 
istration of the fund, and plans for fur- 
ther extension through supplementary 
services, are being taken over by the 
public library. 

During the spring Miss Anderson, with 
the high school librarian Beulah Clark, 
carried out a program for the 400 high 
school seniors who were invited to the 
library. Miss Anderson talked to them 
on “After graduation, what?” She em- 
phasized how the use of the public li- 
brary should now become a habit, how it 
should be used to meet the questions, and 
give correct information in order to in- 
terpret present day affairs; how it should 
be used for more leisurely reading, and 
finally she gave a summary of those 
points which make for intelligent use of 
a library’s resources. 


West Bend. Mayor C. J. Schloemer ap- 
pointed four new members to the library 
board in place of Mrs. Kuechenmeister, 
Mr. Kuehlthau and Mr. Frye, all of 
whom resigned, and of Miss Forrester. 

The new members are: Mrs. R. M. 
Hansen, Mrs. F. B. Baxter, Mr. James 
R. Brown, Mr. Albin Rezba. 


Weyauwega. A very complete and elab- 
orate hobby exhibit was sponsored by 
the public library under the direction 
of the library board. Newspaper an- 
nouncements, and circulation of question- 
naires gave publicity to the program. In 
one newspaper the following appeared: 
“If you are eight or eighty and have a 
hobby, you are invited to display your 
collections at the Hobby Curio show at 
the public library.” 

The questionnaire for children covered 
the following points: Name; address; 
parent; age; grade; Are you interested 
in some definite hobby at the present 
time? What is it? How long have you 
been developing this hobby? What caused 
you to start this hobby? Do you care to 
make any comments concerning your 
hobby? The Weyauwega public library 
will sponsor a Hobby Show in the near 
future. Would you be willing to enter 
your hobby? Do you know of other peo- 
ple (children or adults, not in school) 
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who have hobbies? 

Merchants lent their show windows for 
displays; clubs, and various persons co- 
operated to make the whole affair a suc- 
cess. 

More than 500 persons viewed the 
exhibits in the rooms of the library and 
the city hall, and several times that num- 
ber, the displays inthe store windows. 
A few extracts from the local newspaper 
indicate the unusual entries as well as 
the variety. 

“A rose colored glass dish with a sil- 
ver cover was more than a century old.” 

“Of much interest was the Bible dis- 
play in charge of the Rev. Russell F. 
Peterson. The oldest Bible exhibited by 
Mrs. Emma Haire was 175 years old; 
one, by Mrs. Steve Ballard, 129 years 
old.” 

Stamps, photography, wedding gowns 
of 30, 40, and 50 years ago, and several 
other items were among the interesting © 
things. With it all, people were remind- 
ed that books would be available at the 
library covering subjects suggested by 
the hobbies. 

Miss Dorothea E. Jenney tendered her 
resignation as librarian and during July 
was married to Mr. Byrle Shreve of 
Carthage, Illinois, where they will make 
their home. Mrs. Melvin Romon, who 
was formerly the librarian was appoint- 
ed to the position. Many librarians will 
recall her as Anita Roloff. 


Whitehall. With a gift of money left 
by Mrs. Jessie Taylor, two large fluores- 
cent lights were installed in the library 
room, one over each table. A magazine 
rack and a drop shelf on the librarian’s 
desk, and the stand for the dictionary 
raised have all added to the convenience 
and appearance of the library. Over the 
dictionary stand an additional fluorescent 
light has been placed, bought with funds 
from the Presbyterian ladies’ aid in 
memory of Mrs. W. J. Webb, who always 
had much interest in the library. 

Note: County news. In next ’Round 
the Circle we wish to feature county 
news. Send any items about your county 
library service so that others may have 
the benefit of your experience. Ed. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Philosophy 


Rappard, William E. The quest for peace 
since the world war. 1940. 516p. Har- 
vard, $4. 172.4 


The author is a Swiss political scientist who 
was invited to Harvard in the Spring of 1939 
to deliver the series of lectures on which this 
book is based. The later trend of events has 
given an added significance to his discussion 
of such subjects as: Peace as a war aim dur- 
ing the world war; The quest for peace at the 
peace conference; Twenty years of arbitration ; 
The fluctuating destinies of collective security ; 
and The tragedy of disarmament. A chapter of 
Retrospect and prospect which closes the book 
asks the question Why was the quest for peace 
unsuccessful ? 


Sociology 


Bauer, John. National welfare and busi- 
ness stability. 1940. 182p. Harper, $2. 
330.1 


Subtitle: The permanent function of govern- 
ment spending. Follows Permanent prosperity 
by Bauer and Gold (BULLETIN My °34) and is 
in agreement with the general plan advocated 
in that work, but takes account of recovery 
efforts since that date. 


See Booklist 36:375 Je 1 °40. 


Ernst, Morris L. Too big. 1940. 314p. 
Little, $2.75. 338.7 


Louis D. Brandeis wrote a book entitled The 
curse of bigness. Mr. Ernst now carries on 
the same theme, arguing not only that busi- 
ness is too big, but that cities are too big and 
that government agencies may be too big. He 
doesn’t advocate turning the clock back to days 
of handicraft production but points out that 
in the growth of institutions there must come 
a point of diminishing returns after which 
further growth would be undesirable. This point 
would vary with the nature of the industry 
or organization. Based on actual cases, readable 
and stimulating. An important and timely book, 


Gollumb, Joseph. What’s democracy to 
you? 1940. 118p. Macmillan, $1.75. 
321 


A graphic presentation of dictatorship as 
it differs from democracy is followed by chap- 
ters in which some of the weaknesses in our 
own democracy are pointed out. Written with 


the younger generation in mind. with the im- 
plication that the solution rests with them. 


Huberman, Leo. America incorporated. 
1940. 251p. Viking, $2.75. 330.973 


An economic history since the civil war giv- 
ing about half its space to the period since 
1929. Displays the author's well-recognized gift 
of writing simply and clearly on economic sub- 
jects; also his bias against capitalism. The 
New Deal has provided a breathing spell, but 
must be regarded as a failure since it has made 
no fundamental changes in the capitalist sys- 
tem. 


Laski, Harold J. The American presiden- 
cy. 1940. 278p. Harper, $2.50. 
320 or 353.03 


In delivering these lectures at Indiana uni- 
versity in the spring of 1939, Mr. Laski, an 
Englishman, was discussing a peculiarly Amer- 
ican institution before an audience of American 
listeners. This is the chief value of the book. 
the opportunity it offers to view ourselves from 
an outside point of view. Difference between 
our own and the English system are made clear 
on several points and, while Mr. Laski’s recom- 
mendations for changes may not be wholly ac- 
ceptable, they will arouse thought and 
cussion, 


dis- 


Tunis, John R. Choosing a college. 1940. 
249p. illus. Harcourt, $2.50. 378 


Takes up in order the various factors to 
consider in choosing a college, beginning with 
college material: who should go to 
Colleges are not treated individually, but there 
is a section in which representative institutions 
of various types are described and an appendix 
giving a table of costs in 400 leading colleges 
and universities. from which Wisconsin is sur- 
prisingly absent. 


college ? 


Science and Useful Arts 


Chase, Stuart. Idle money, idle men. 
1940. 252p. Harcourt, $2. 658 


Altho the chapters of this book appeared as 
separate articles in magazines, they fall into 
place very logically as chapters of a book, The 
general theme running through them is that we 
are operating under a financial system yeared 
to 19th century conditions and unsuited to 
20th century needs. The shift in population, 
new methods of financing business expansion, 
the growing unimportance of Wall street, the 
theory of government spending are some of the 
special phases discussed. 
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Rogers, Frances and Beard, Alice. 5000 
years of gems and jewelry. 1940. 
8309p. illus. Stokes, $2.50. 553.8 


The authors have followed their excellent 
book on glass with a similar volume on gems, 
Part one is historical, covering the develop- 
ment of the jewelers art. Parts 2 and 3 deal 
with the composition and characteristics of 
the various precious and semi-precious stones. 
Well and fully illustrated. 


Fine Arts 


Barton, Fred B. It’s fun to keep fit; a 
guide to games and sports. 1940. 
160p. illus. Harper, $2. 796 


In its advice for keeping fit. puts emphasis 
on such activities as games, gardening, fish- 
ing, swimming, bicycle riding. dancing and 
singing. With its light style and amusing il- 
lustrations, makes good reading and may serve 
to turn some of its readers in the right direc- 
tion. 


Hastings, Sue and Ruthenburg, Doris. 
How to produce puppet plays. 1940. 
134p. illus. Harper, $1.75. 791.5 


Begins with the first steps and follows 
through to the finished play. Simple and clear. 
with line drawings easy to interpret. 


See Booklist 86:379 Je 1 ’40. 


Hawley, Gertrude. An anatomical analy- 
sis of sports. 1940. 191p._ illus. 
Barnes, $3. 796 


A new approach to successful mastery of the 
various sports, through an analysis of the 
muscular action and control involved. Would 
be useful to teachers and of interest to any 
amateur ambitious to perfect his form in golf. 
swimming, baseball, tennis, horseback riding 
or in any one of several other sports. 


H’Doubler, Margaret N. Dance; a crea- 
tive experience. 1940. 200p. illus. 
Crofts, $2.50. 793.3 


A quite theoretical discussion of the dance, 
paralleling somewhat the author's earlier book 
The dance and its place in education, but omit- 
ting the practical discussions of method. Con- 
tents: A cultural survey of dance, Province of 
dance, Education through dance. Technique and 
expression, Form as organic unity. Form and 
content, Form and structure, Dance and music, 
Why dance? Illustrated with drawings by 
Wayne L, Claxton. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


135 


Kaufmann, Helen L. You can enjoy mu- 
sic. 1940. 8324p. Reynal, $2. 780 


There have been many books on how to un- 
derstand music. This one makes its contribu- 
tion in its clear and simple explanation of 
such terms as pitch, rhythm, melody, harmony, 
and counterpoint and its interesting exposition 
of the “tools” of musical expression, from the 
human voice to the full orchestra. A section 
on composers and their works, a glossary of 
terms and a list of references are other fea- 
tures, 


Literature 


Brooks, Van Wyck. New England Indian 
summer. 1940. 557p. Dutton, $3.75. 
810.9 


Dealing with the decline of New England's 
greatness in literature, this second volume is 
less a study of distinguished figures and more 
a survey of tendencies. Henry James and Hen- 
ry Adams are among those who stand out, and 
Emily Dickinson is given a chapter; but it is 
an outsider, William Dean Howells, who dom- 
inates. Less involved in style than The flower- 
ing of New England and therefore more read- 
able, while there is a whole anthology of pun- 
gent quotations in the footnotes. 


Davison, Edward. Collected poems, 
1917-1939. 1940. 195p. Harper, $2. 
811 or 821 


Any lover of poetry will find much for his 
enjoyment in this volume of collected verse. 
Edward Davison was born in Scotland, served 
in the British forces in the World War, came 
to America in 1925, and is now professor of 
English at the University of Colorado, 


Seely, Howard F. and Hackett, W. A. 
Experiences in speaking. 1940. 512p. 
Seott, Foresman, $1.72. 808.5 


Intended as a text for use in high school 
speech classes. Would be of use as a supple- 
mentary work, for teachers in adult classes or 
for self training. Takes up such topics as We 
converse ; We talk informally; We tell stories ; 
We improve our voices; We go on the air; We 
argue in public; has a section on choral speak- 
ing. with selections; also a rather extensive 
list of plays for the school teacher. 


History and Travel 


Baarslag, Karl. Islands of adventure. 
1940. 3388p. illus. Farrar, $3. 910.4 


As wireless operator, the author has toured 
the seven seas and visited many of their wide- 
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ly scattered islands. But this is only incidental- 
ly a personal narrative; it is a factual account 
of some of the famous islands, such as Easter, 
Galapagos, Juan Fernandez and Pitcairn, and 
of many lesser known as well. End maps indi- 
cate general location. 


See Booklist 36:410 Jl. 1 °40. 


Dictionary of dates. (Everyman’s li- 
brary) 7th ed. 1940. 446p. Dutton, 
$.90. 902 


This new edition of a useful volume in Every- 
man’s library is the first complete revision since 
first publication in 1911. Published at a time 
when changes were taking place with great 
rapidity, the publishers state that they have 
tried to make the work as complete as possible 
down to the end of 1939, giving special em- 
phasis to events of the past few years leading 
up to the outbreak of war. 


Forbes, Rosita. Unicorn in the Bahamas. 
1940. 244p. illus. Dutton, $3. 917.29 


Entertaining account of a visit to the Baha- 
ma islands by a well known world traveler. 
Gives a background of the islands as they were 
as well as a picture of life today. 


Hedin, Sven. The wandering lake. 1940. 
291p. illus. Dutton, $3.75. 915 


In 1934 this veteran explorer conducted an 
expedition into Turkestan, a region he had 
known since his earliest days of Asiatic travel. 
In those days, some 40 years ago, he had made 
a prediction that a mysterious lake would re- 
turn in time to its ancient bed, deserted cen- 
turies ago. On this 1934 expedition he enjoyed 
the triumph of seeing his prophecy coming 
true. 


See Booklist 36:342 My 1 °40. 


Holand, Hjalmar R. Westward from Vin- 
land. 1940. 354p. illus. Duell, Sloan 
and Pearce, $3. 973.13 


Material contained in the author’s privately 
printed book The Kensington Stone (BULLETIN 
Mr. °82) has been much amplified for this 
volume. Mr. Holand’s own studies have been 
continued along various lines in connection 
with the stone and recent finds made by oth- 
ers, in Minnesota and elsewhere, contribute 
proof to his thesis. This whole matter of a 
Norse expedition into the middle west in the 
14th century presents a subject for fascinating 
speculation. Communities of Scandinavian back- 
ground will find it of special interest. 


Mason, Gregory. South of yesterday. 
1940. 401p. illus. Holt, $3. 913 


The author's Columbus came late (BULLETIN 
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Mr. ‘52) remains to date one of the best gen- 
eral introductions to American archeology. The 
present work is based on personal experiences 
as an archeologist in the regions around the 
Caribbean. By far the better part of it is de- 
voted to his studies of the Taironas, a people 
living on the northern coast of Colombia who 
were never conquered by the Spaniards. This 
represents pioneer work and is extremely in- 
teresting. The chapters on the Mayas are more 
casual and lack continuity of interest, although 
there is an account of an airplane flight which 
is fascinating. 


Stein, Gertrude. Paris, France. 1940. 
120p. illus. Scribner, $2.50. 914.4 


Written in comprehensible English, but with 
enough of the Stein mannerisms to please or 
amuse her followers. Will mean little to the 
average reader, 


Stong, Phil. Hawkeyes; a biography of 
the state of Iowa. 1940. 300p. Dodd, 
$3. O77.71 


This volume comes as the fore-runner of a 
new series planned to cover all of the states 
of the union. It is about Iowa and by Phil 
Stong, which means that there is a good deal 
of Phil Stong in the book, but since he and 
his family have been integrated with Iowa his- 
tory for three generations, the final effect is 
to give a fairly unified impression of a state 
that is prosperous, intelligent, conservative, 
and a little self-satisfied. Other volumes in the 
series, to be known as the Sovereign States 
series, will be looked forward tu with interest. 


Wisconsin Material 


All Wisconsin libraries which make a 
specialty of collecting Wisconsin mater- 
ial will be interested to hear of the illus- 
trated folder which is now available on 
Heg Memorial Park (near Racine). The 
work has been prepared by Mrs. Ella 
Stratton Colbo. Readers of Winds of 
Spring by Walter Havighurst will re- 
member the reference to the historic Heg 
family in that novel. There is general 
interest in the subject also because of 
the statute of Colonel Heg—a replica of 
the one which stands in the park—which 
is placed at one of the entrances to the 
capitol. The pamphlet sells for fifty cents 
and may be obtained from the author, 
1645 Thurston Avenue, Racine, Wiscon- 
sin. 
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Forbes, Rosita. These men I knew. 1940. 
305p. Dutton, $3. 920 


Beginning with a series of interviews with 
Hitler, dating from June. 1933, the author 
presents a series of reports and impressions of 
such other significant figures, as Stalin, Admir- 
al Horthy, Sir Basil Zaharoff. King Leopold, 
Queen Wilhelmina, Mussolini, Haile Selassie, 
President Roosevelt and Mahatma Gandhi. 


Hitchcock, Edward B. “I built a temple 
for peace”; the life of Eduard Benes. 
1940. 364p. Harper, $3.50. 921 


This biography serves to give an excellent 
idea of the background and training of this 
Czech statesman, but is less interesting on the 
personal than on the public side of his career. 
The author, an American journalist, was head 
of the Christian Science Monitor's European 
bureau during the Munich crisis. 


Poole, Ernest. The bridge. 1940. 422p. 
illus. Macmillan, $3.50. 921 


A quiet boyhood in well-to-do Chicago pre- 
faces this life of exciting adventure as a jour- 
nalist and roving reporter. Ernest Poole visited 
Russia first in 1905; he was there again in 
1917, and later, and perhaps the most interest- 
ing part of his book is the contrast between 
the two visits. Many persons active in public 
life of the past 30 years appear in the book, 
which is readable throughout. 


Todd, Helen. A man named Grant. 1940. 
598p. illus. Houghton, $3.50. 921 


A highly fictionized and very readable biog- 
raphy; probably the most readable biography 
of Grant we have had. The make-up is also 
excellent, with a clear type page and effective 
small drawings by way of illustrations, 


Zinsser, Hans. As I remember him. 1940. 
448 p. Little, $2.75. 921 


A slightly disguised autobiography in which 
the author tells his own life story as if it 
were the life of a friend. By the author of 
Rats, lice and history, it has a wide range of 
interests, scientific and human and. like the 
other work, is a fine piece of writing. 


Fiction 


Banning, Margaret Culkin. Enough to 
live on. 1940. 271p. Harper, $2. 


A rather conventional light novel following 
the first married years of a couple who marry 
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on a small income and struggle to make the 
budget balance, 


Chanslor, Torrey. Our first murder. 
1940. 314p. Stokes, $2. 


Amanda and Luttie Beagle, old maids and 
residents of a small quiet town, inherit the 
New York detective agency of their brother 
and assist in the solving of a complicated 
murder. A good mystery with humorous char- 
acterizations. Story is told by a cousin, an- 
other spinster, who accompanies the sisters to 
New York. 


Dickens, Monica. The moon was low. 
1940. 340p. Harper, $2.50. 


Opening in the present time, with the hero- 
ine alone in a moorland cottage waiting the 
night through for news of her husband's fate 
on a torpedoed destroyer, the story flashes back 
to her childhood and relates the events of her 
life leading up to her marriage. The device is 
not entirely successful but as a pleasant story 
of English life the novel has merit. 


Doner, Mary Frances. 


Chalice. 1940. 
441p. Penn, $2.50. , 


Scenes in Detroit and the Great Lakes, and 
the atmosphere of ships and shipping, give to 
this story an especial appeal for middle west- 
ern readers, 


Duhamel, Georges. Cecile Pasquier. 
1940. 634p. Holt, $2.75. 
A new volume carrying the story of this 
French family down to 1914. For libraries 


where the previous chronicles (BULLETIN, My 
‘38) have found readers. 


See Booklist 36:412 J1 1 °40. 


Ford, Leslie. Old lover’s ghost. 1940. 
240p. Scribner, $2. 


Mystery-romance with scenes laid in Yellow- 
stone park. The plot is somewhat obviously 
contrived but the local color will have an ap- 
peal, especially to Park visitors, 


Grey, Zane. 30,000 on the hoof. 1940. 
304p. Harper, $2. 


This new novel, left completed at the auth- 
or’s death, has for its theme the building up 
of a big cattle ranch in the flush days of the 
industry. Well up to his standard. 


Hambledon, Phyllis. No silver bells. 
1940. 314p. Dutton, $2.50. 


Charming story of a woman who had loved 
and lost in early youth and who now, at 40, 
finds so much satisfaction in her work as a 
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landscape gardener that marriage with a very 
good friend has little appeal. The background 
of the Scottish highlands adds to the charm 
and the few glimpses of the heroine’s gardens 
are entrancing. 


Heath, Elizabeth A. Gallant fraud. 1940. 
3811p. Penn, $2. 


The plot is artificial but there is enough of 
authentic New England atmosphere and native 
humor to make this an acceptable light novel. 


Lutes, Della T. Gabriel’s search. 1940. 
3851p. Little, $2.50. 


For her first novel Della Lutes has gone back 
several generations, to the 1830's, to tell a 
story of pioneer Michigan. Rich in details of 
community life and customs, will be read more 
for its background than for plot. 


Mann, Thomas. The beloved returns. 
1940. 4538p. Knopf, $2.50. 


As a young men in his 20's, the poet Goethe, 
while stationed in a provincial town, fell in 
love with a charming girl, the fiancee of a 
friend and fellow student. A few years later 
the episode appeared as the basis of his novel 
The sorrows of Werther, which took all Europe 
by storm. Now more than 40 years later, as 
Thomas Mann’s novel opens, this Lotta arrives 
in Weimar to renew acquaintance with the 
friend of her youth. This arrive is also fact, 
as an existing letter attests, but as Thomas 
Mann develops the situation. it serves as a 
basis for a penetrating and far from flattering 
study of genius. As a novel it is far too philo- 
sophical for the average reader; its appeal is 
decidedly to the intellectual. 


Martin, George V. For our vines have 


tender grapes. 1940. 239p. Funk, 
$2.50. 
The story follows a year in a Norwegian 


farm community in Wisconsin, The events are 
those of everyday life, there is little plot, the 
charm of the book depending on its faithful- 
ness in reflecting this world through the eyes 
of a nine year old girl, Selma. Next to Selma 
herself, “Editor,” the young man who runs the 
country weekly in the nearby town will be 
the reader’s favorite character. 


Matschat, Cecile Hulse. Preacher on 
horseback. 1940. 429p. Farrar, $2.75. 


Crowded with incidents, this novel of the 
Mohawk Valley and pioneer Michigan is inter- 
esting from first page to last. With his Furope- 
an love for life and music and gayety, Janos 
Sandor doesn’t fit into the ordinary pattern 
set for circuit riding preachers, but this is the 
calling to which he has dedicated himself and 
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Rica, his young city-bred wife, must adapt 
herself to his ways. The story is primarily one 
of adjustment, to the hardships of frontier 
life, and of the married pair to one another. 
The author shows a lack of the novelist’s skill 
in making the most of her scenes and materials 
but she holds interest. 


Muir, Emily. Small potatoes. 1940. 263p. 
Scribner, $2.50. 


The farming and fishing folks of Maine are 
the characters in this story of homely everyday 
life. For the average reader there is too little 
plot interest but those who can appreciate 
native humor and a sympathetic interpretation 
of the moods of boyhood will find it pleasant 
reading. 


Robertson, Willard. Moon tide. 1940. 


3809p. Carrick & Evans, $2.50. 


A story of low life along the Pacific coast. 
redeemed from vulgarity by its wistfulness 
and simple humanity. The characters are 
Swede, keeper of a bait barge in San Pedro 
harbor, and Ada, the waif he has rescued from 
drowning. Swede takes Ada to live with him 
on the barge and under the spell of the first 
kindness she has known, the girl blossoms into 
a sweet womanhood. But it cannot last. Trag- 
edy breaks in on the idyl, but something had 
come into Swede’s life that will never leave 
him. Not for all libraries. 


Seymour, Beatrice K. The unquiet field. 
1940. 506p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Slavery and the slave trade as it affected, 
and enriched. England is the theme of this 
long novel. It was more particularly the port 
of Liverpool that profited by the “trade.’’ and 
the story centers around a Liverpool family. 
the Sherrads, in each generation of which there 
appears an idealist who opposes the family 
business. Will appeal to readers of family 


chronicles and to those who like to follow 
ideas as worked out in fiction form. 
Walker, Mildred. The brewers’ big 


horses. 1940. 441p. Harcourt, $2.50. 


Sara was only seven when the driver of the 
big brewery wagon stopped to lift her from 
the horseblock on which she stood to a place 
behind him on the high wagon seat. She never 
told her family of that thrilling ride. If she 
had it might in some measure have prepared 
them for the shock some years later of her 
engagement to young Doctor Henkle, whose 
father’s name adorned the brewery wagons. 
That he was a doctor, and a brilliant one. 
helped some, but circumstances force him to 
take an active part in the family business and 
after his sudden death Sara finds herself in 
the position of manager. The story is designed 
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to show up phases of the brewing industry, 
as related to the saloons, the W. C. T. U. 
and prohibition. Not all readers will agree with 
the author’s attitude but they will find Sara 
an admirable character. 


Weld, John. Don’t you cry for me. 1940. 
494p. Scribner, $2.75. 


Long and very detailed story of the cross- 
ing of the continent. Based on the records of 
the Donner party, one of the tragedies of west- 
ern migration. 


Young, Francis Brett. The happy high- 
way. 1940. 340p. Reynal, $2.50. 
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Mr. Lucton had arrived at the point in his 
career when there was only the size of his in- 
come tax to remind him that he had made a 
success of life. To his family he had long been 
no more than a cipher. The new house into 
which he had just been moved against his 
wlil had for him none of the feeling of a home. 
He could drop out of it all, he is just reflect- 
ing, without being missed. It is at this moment 
that fate contrives to let him drop out, and 
the story, which is one of the author’s works 
in lighter vein, follows him through a series 
of mishaps and adventures that carry him into 
the wild borderland between England and 
Wales, 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


Selected and annotated by Winifred L. Davis 
Books of Interest to Upper Intermediates and High School Age 


Sechrist, Elizabeth H. Red letter days; 
a book of holiday customs. 1940. 
252p. illus. Macrae, $2. 394 


With a chapter on the story of the calendar, 
there follow interesting accounts of the holi- 
days, their historical significance, and some 
explanation of the methods of celebration in 
different parts of the world. The days in 
chronological order are: New Years’ Day, Lin- 
coln’s Birthday, St. Valentine’s Day, Wash- 
ington’s Birthday, St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, 
April Fool’s Day, Arbor Day, Pan-American 
Day, Mother’s and Children’s Day, Memorial 
Day, Independence Day, Columbus Day, Hal- 
lowe’en; and All Saints’ and All Souls’, Ar- 
mistice Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas, 
Other holidays, Feast days and fast days. A 
bibliography and index add to the usefulness 
of the book. Useful in any school library, for 
grades 4-8. 


Steries With Historical Backgrounds. 
America. 


Crownfield, Gertrude. Cristina of Old 
New York. 1939. 314p. illus. Lippin- 
cott, $2. 


This historical story of New Amsterdam, 
just prior to its confiscation by the English, 
shows the customs, laws and homelife of the 
Dutch people. Christina Vermeer, a 15 year 
old girl, aids her mother, a widow, and younger 
brother to move from their farm to the city 
and has many adventures while Roelof, the 
older brother, is in the woods trapping to earn 
their livelihood. Junior high school age. 


Crownfield, Gertrude. Diantha’s signet 
ring. 1939. 172p. illus. Crowell, $2. 


“Being the true story of a maid of early 
Williamsburg in his majesty’s colony of Vir- 
ginia’’—Subtitle. Diantha is an orphaned heir- 
ess whose unscrupulous guardian Charles Dake 
not only imperils her rich heritage, but also. 
tries to bring her father’s honor into question. 
Not only the story of how Diantha outwits him, 
but also the background of balls, parties, 
politics and other activities of the period make 
an absorbing story. Grades 7-9 and above. 


Hawthorne, Hildegarde. No road too 
long. 1940. 261p. illus. Longmans, $2. 


Jonathan Greenfall was 17 when under the 
leadership of Captain Fremont in 1845 he be- 
comes a member of a band trying to find short- 
er trails and to make maps of a wild and dan- 
gerous country embracing the Great Salt Lake 
region, California and Oregon. The events and 
adventure in the book are written with an un- 
derstanding of the interest of a well-told tale. 
as well as an appreciation of the men who 
helped in the making of California history. 
Grades 7-9. 


Holland, Rupert Sargent. Steadfast at 
Valley Forge. 1939. 328p. illus. Mac- 
rae, $2. 


Nicholas Ashley, a lad of seventeen, who 
lives with his mother on a farm between the 
camp at Valley Forge and Philadelphia, is a 
Tory sympathizer because his father and an- 
cestors had always fought for England and 
he had always been proud of their service in 
the army. As the Revolutionary war progresses, 
he watches and compares his friends and their 
steadfast fight for liberty and the roughness 
and rudeness of the Hessians and English sol- 
diers in Philadelphia. This stirring story shows 
how he is gradually won over to the American 
side and proves to be a big aid helping the 








140 


soldiers at Valley Forge get food and cloth- 
ing. Grades 6-9. 


Kelly, Eric P. On the staked plain. 1940. 
250p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


Some present-day young people in Amarillo, 
Texas, find themselves reconstructing a story 
while investigating the clues to the mystery 
attached to a certain eventful journey, across 
the staked plain in 1850 from the Panhandle 
where gold had been found. As one of the 
last “frontiers,” the region still had “first hand 
information of some of the most adventurous 
and exciting days in American history.” The 
author has captured the spirit of those days, 
and has in a novel way made a good mystery 
story. In an “Afterword” the author gives 
further accounts of the families concerned in 
this tale, and his ‘‘Notes” give additional his- 
torical sources and information. A story to be 
enjoyed by both boys and girls grades 5-8, and 
adults will also find it of interest. 


European Countries. 


French, Allen. The lost baron. 1940. 
252p. illus. Houghton, $2.25. 


Martin, son of a poor knight, goes to the 
castle of Baron Eric to learn the duties of a 
knight. Shortly after he enters the castle, 
Baron Eric disappears and his cousin. Basil, 
takes over the castle and all the lands. Through 
Martin’s honesty and desire to do good he is 
gradually promoted from a page to squire and 
general overseer of the farmers and fishermen 
on the domain; and he also aids in solving the 
mystery of the castle. Here is a picture of 
the life of a castle in 1200 showing the activi- 
ties of the archers, peasantry, and nobility 
and also the architecture and warfare. High 
school age. 


Holland, Rupert Sargent. The chateau 
of the swan. 1939. 305p. illus. Farrar, 
$2. 


Sally is the adopted daughter of sea captain 
Lovell of old Salem, who had found her in 
the wreckage of a violent hurricane on the 
Island of Martinique. At 17 she visits the 
island again to begin the search for her origin, 
the only clue being a gold locket bearing a 
swan wearing a coronet. The story in its his- 
torical sétting of the Directory period brings 
in Josephine, Napoleon, and others who play 
some part in helping Sally in her search for 
her aristocratic forbears. It is full of glamor, 
political intrigue and mystery, and will inter- 
est older girls. 


Kiely, Mary. O’Donel of destiny. 1939. 
227p. illus. Oxford, $2. 921 
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A fictionized biography of the Irish prince. 
Hugh Roe O’Donel, godson of King Philip of 
Spain, in the time of Queen Elizabeth. Miss 
Jordan in the Horn Book magazine says: ‘‘Care- 
ful historical study went into this well-made 
it is, somehow less gripping 
than Jeannette Nolen’s Red Hugh of Ireland 
which is in less attractive format.” 


Lederer, Charlotte. The eagle’s quest. 
1939. 296p. illus. Doubleday, $2. 


Excellent historical fiction for young people. 
It is at the time of Hungary’s rebellion against 
Austria in the glamorous 18th century. Georgio 
has been brought up in ignorance of his name. 
nationality and royal birth, by order of the 
Austrian ruler. Words of a gypsy fortune tel- 
ler puzzle him: “Men have clipped your wings, 
but those wings will grow again . .. You will 
lead a country toward freedom.” It was the 
beginning of the unfolding of a scheme loyal 
Hungarians had worked out, High school age. 


Petroff, Boris G. Son of the Danube. 
1940. 277p. illus. Viking, $2. 


The sports and adventures of three Bulgar- 
ian boys who lived on the banks of the Dan- 
ube ,are of universal interest, for. whatever 
the country, these are what any river offers. 
It is in story form, an account of the author's 
own boyhood. filled with excitement and ad- 
venture. One event is the thrilling experience 
of excavating on the site of the ruins of'an 
ancient city built by the Roman emperor, Tra- 
jan. For grades 6-9 or older. 


Tharp, Louise Hall. Lords and gentle- 
men. 1940. 188p. illus. Crowell, $2. 


Peter Cutler, a 12-year old English boy of 
1635 liked ships more than anything else and 
the London docks were his playground. When 
Peter was 4 his father had been imprisoned 
for reading the Bible; and some years after 
his mother had died. Peter finds friends, sails 
to the new world, becomes a prisoner of the 
Indians, and later escapes in time to warn the 
colonists of the Indians’ plans. At the end of 
the story Peter’s father has found him, and 
his ambition to follow the sea promises to be 
realized. The period of American history is 
simply but well presented. Grades 5-6. 


Great Tales and Legends Retold. 


Buck, Alan Michael. Dermot of the 
bright weapons. 1939. 199p. illus. Ox- 
ford, $1.75. 398 
Courage, loyalty and beauty mark the char- 


acter of this one of the noblest of Irish legend- 
ary heroes, as the episodes are related in a 
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dignified prose narrative with Richard Bennett's 
illustrations giving added distinction. Grades 
5-8, 


Buck, Alan Michael. The hound of Cu- 
lain. 1988. 241p. illus. Lothrop, $1.50. 
398 


A retelling in vigorous prose of the Cuchu- 
lain legend. The historic facts of the hero are 
emphasized more than the mythological. Grades 
5-8, 


Rabelais, Francis. Amazing adventures 
of Gargantua and his son Pantagruel. 
1940. 250p. illus. Houghton, $2.50. 


An attractive edition for young people of a 
400 year-old classic, with unsuitable passages 
rephrased. A version which will also be of in- 
terest to adults. Iustrations by John Ball. 


Walsh, Maurice. Son of Apple. 1940. 
211p. illus. Stokes, $2.50. 


A hero tale from old Ireland, told in rhythm- 
ic prose after the manner of a novel, but re- 
taining the qualities of the fairy tale. For 
his foolhardiness the Prince on Michaelmas 
day becomes an apple on the tallest tree in 
the garden of the Princess whom he seeks. It 
is his son whose valor slays giants and ogres 
and releases men and women from evil en- 
chantments. For those young people who find 
interest in old legends of knights, and of 
heroes, This is also listed as an adult book. 
but would make a good first novel for young 
people, 


See Booklist 36:365 My. 15 °40. 
About Lions. 


Stevens, Alden Gifford. The way of a 
lion. 1939. 144p. illus. Stokes, $1.75. 
591 


A graphic and scientific account of the life 
of an African lion, from birth to death, “what 
he eats, how he kills, his family life.’ It is 
the story of a real lion, which the author saw, 
and around which grew many tales. For over 
two years he had been hunted, and his com- 
ings and goings were known and related, and 
from these accounts, the author has written 
the story. Grades 5-8. 


Yeager, Dorr. Chita. 1939. 264p. illus. 
Penn, $2. 


This animal story of Chita, a mountain lion, 
has charm and beauty in its picture of the 
training and life of a wild animal. First the 
cubs are taught to hunt grasshoppers and then 
small animals until they are ready for the 
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bigger game. Chita grows in cunning and 
strength as she learns to outwit other wild 
beasts of the forest, as well as man, the great- 
est of all perils. Junior and high school age. 


Stories. 


Baldwin, Arthur H. Sou’wester victori- 
ous. 1939. 276p. illus. Random House, 
$2. 


A good sea story which tells of how Jim 
and Corry went out from Sandy Cove on their 
Sou'wester to hunt for their father who some 
weeks before had sailed in the Chicadee. Even 
after the Navy office had given up the boat 
as lost the boys persisted and their difficulties 
and hardships make an exciting tale. Those 
who enjoyed the author’s Sou’wester sails will 
welcome this one. Grades 7-9, 


Brink, Mrs. Carol Ryrie. All over town. 
1939. 291p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


“IT enjoyed this book a great deal. A new 
pastor comes to live at Warsaw Junction. His 
Martin and Ifenry, are two mischievous - 
little boys. In fact they are too wild for some 
members of the congregation. Because of that 
they have had to be moved to many different 
pastorates. Their next door neighbor Ardeth 
hears of this, so she and the two boys decide 
to form a B. B. P. C. A. (Buffalo Bill's Pious 
Children’s Aid) to bring the backsliders into the 
church, It is full of laughs.” (Contributed by 
Jeanne Cockrell—age 11) According to the 
Booklist, the book will “help answer the call 
for The five little Peppers.” 


sons, 


DeLeeuw, Adele Louise. Doll cottage. 
1939. 268p. Macmillan, $2. ; 


The story of Lee Farrell who finally discov- 
ergs that she can no longer try to become a 
painter which was the ambition of her artist 
mother. While the decision caused the greatest 
disappointment to Mrs. Farreli, it finally re- 
sulted in her discovery that Lee had her own 
form of creative expression which, once the 
freedom to be on her own was granted her, 
developed into a real carcer. For girls, grades 
8-10, 


Fieldhouse, Felice. Yukon holiday. 1940. 
230p. illus. Longmans, $2. 


This is a story of a winter spent 6n the 
Yukon by Frances Ramsey who, while on her 
vacation in Alaska. learns that the girl ex- 
pected as teacher to several small children at 
Fort Windsor cannot come, and so stays as 
her substitute. The beauty and hardships of 
a winter of the North together with the pleas- 
ures and recreations of the people will bring 
enjoyment to any boy and girl of high school 
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age. The woodcuts by Lufkin heading each 
chapter add to the completeness of the auth- 
or’s picture of a Yukon winter. 


Gray, Elizabeth Janet. The fair adven- 
ture. 1940. 298p. illus. Viking, $2. 


Serena Page MacNeil, the youngest of a 
large family, hopes to go away to Van Welmar 
college rather than remain at home where 
her father is a professor in the small college 
there and she is known only as his youngest 
daughter. She shows her sportsmanship when 
the news that she has net won the scholarship 
coincides with her brother’s failure in the bar 
examinations and she must keep it to herself. 
A fine story of a loveable, humorous Ameri- 
ean family. High school age. 


Hoffine, Lyla. White Buffalo; a story of 
the northwest fur trade. 1939. 284p. 
illus. Longmans, $2. 


A frontier story, with the first fur trading 
expedition to the Northwest in 1807 as a basis. 
While it tells an exciting story of buffalo 
hunting and Indian fighting, it has no particu- 
lar distinction. Its merit however scems to 
be that its provides interesting subject matter 
presented in good form for intermediates and 
junior high boys who have reading difficulties. 
The large type also makes for easier reading. 
Grades 5-7. 

Lyons, Dorothy. Silver Birch. 1939. 
308p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 


A group of girls after forming a Girl Scout 
troop decide it should be a mounted troop. 
This presented a problem which resulted in 
the ingenious plan of Connie’s. There is a 
wild white mare, Silver Birch, roaming the 
woods and through patience and loving care 
she succeeds in taming her so that when the 
Decoration Day parade is held she rides Silver 
Birch. All the other winter activities of the 
troop add color and interest, though the train- 
ing of the horse is most oustanding and is the 
factor which takes the story out of the medi- 
ocre. Junior and high school age. 


Medary, Marjorie. Edra of the islands. 
1940. 280p. illus. Longmans, $2. 


The life of Edra Lockhead had always been 
confined to the small Lockhead Island where 
she together with her two sisters, two broth- 
ers and father has always lived. When Miss 
3rett asks her to work for her as waitress at 
her summer hotel across the channel, her 
world begins to expand and also brings the 
outer world to her family on the island. The 
unusual background of Nova Scotia and the 
fishing country add interest to this story. High 
school age. 
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Plummer, Dorothy. Joan’s freshman 
year at Stanford. 1939. 309p. illus. 
Lothrop, $1.50. 


This college story is a fine picture of the 
friendships and work and of the resourceful- 
ness of the students who must watch finances 
closely and yet enjoy their school activities. 
Also has some vocational interest. Grades 7-9. 


Sampson, Arthur. Two quarterbacks. 
1939. 210p. Houghton, $1.75. 


Written in the form of a day-by-day diary of 
the football season, this fast-moving story of 
Dick Curtis, who has experience and an ap- 
preciation of the science of football but is too 
light, and Buzz Stout, a sophomore who has 
speed and weight without experience, gives 
much technical advice on the game. Through 
the combination of the two, the college devel- 
ops a winning football team. A fine picture of 
the activities of the training and activities of 
a team which will appeal to any boy interested 
in the game. High school age. 


Simon, Charlie May. The faraway trail. 
1940. 2138p. illus. Dutton, $2. 


This quiet story of the settlement of the 
Blair family in Arkansas shows an appreciation 
of the wildlife and homelife of the wilderness. 
They have come from Tennessee by covered 
wagon. It is the story of Savannah and her 
enjoyment of the things around her in com- 
pany with her brother Luke, who still wants 
to roam on, and Katie Lou, who loves the city 
and beautiful things. Will be enjoyed by girls 
in Sth and 6th grades. 


Tailant, Edith. The girl who was Marge. 
1939. 267p. Lippincott, $2. 


During her summer vacation from Vassar, 
Marge Lovell and her sister Polly volunteered 
under the sponsorship of the Grenfell Mission 
to teach the children in Dark Harbor, New- 
foundland, a lumber camp. The picture of the 
people, their struggle for existence under hard 
conditions, and the work of the Grenfell Mis- 
sion are authentic and interesting. High school 
age. 


Thompson, Mary Wolfe. Blue horizon. 
1940. 221p. Longmans, $2. 


Janet Mackenzie, who has just graduated 
from art school, finds work in an elite interior 
decoration shop in New York City and learns 
that there is much routine work and also many 
small triumphs in the professions she has 
chosen. Through perseverance and hard work 
she gradually develops in her work and is giv- 
en more responsibility. There is a slight mys- 
tery in the old antiques in the house next door 
and the hunt for some legal papers. An excep- 
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tionally fine vocational book for girls of high 
school age, and for those who enjoyed the 
author’s Highway past her door, (BULLETIN 
Feb. °39.) 


Wyeth, N. C., ed. Great stories of the 
sea and ships. 1940. 4381p. illus. 
McKay, $2.50. 808.8 


Illustrating the book with his own splendid 
drawings, Mr. Wyeth has brought together some 
of the great writings about the sea—drawing 
on the true narratives from the pens of Christ- 
opher Columbus, Hakluyt, and others, as well 
as works of fiction. A good book for the young 
people’s shelf. 


Books of Information. 


LeMay, Geraldine. The story of a dam. 
1940. 68p. illus. Longmans, $1.50. 


620 
A pictured account of the river, the dam, 
and the lake accompanied by simple running 


text. Not only the preliminary survey and the 
construction fo the dam are given, but also 
touched upon are the problems of the farmer 
whose lands are eroded by floods, and of the 


Books of Interest to 


Children of Other Countries. 


Atkins, Elizabeth Howard. Little Wolf’s 
brother. 1939. 195p. illus. Stokes, 
$1.75. 


A story of the California Indians in the days 
of the Spaniards, centering especially around 
a little white boy found and brought up by 
the Indians. It reflects well the period, gives 
pleasing characterizations, and possesses humor 
and drama. Grades 4-6. 


Beim, Lorraine and Jerrold. The burro 
that had a name. 1939. 62p. illus. 
Harcourt, $1.25. 


Chucho, a little Mexican boy, gave his burro 
a name; he called him Nacas which means 
Long Ears. Everybody laughed at the idea of 
giving a name to a burro. But once when 
Chucho thought he had lost Nacas, it was hav- 
ing a name that brought the burro back, The 
story, the attractive sepia lithographs, and the 
large type will interest children of Grade 3, 
and possibly Grade 4, 


Brock, Emma L. At midsummer time; a 
story of Sweden. 1940. 80p. illus. 
Knopf, $1.50. 
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hardships suffered by his family. Miss LeMay 
is a librarian and speaks from first hand know- 
ledge for she had a job with the T. V. A. She 
is at present librarian at ¢he Library School 


of Emory University. Grades 5-7 and above, 


Fighting fire. 
644 


Leyson, Burr Watkins. 
1939. 224p. illus. Dutton, $2. 


In Library Journal, May 1, 1939, Eleanor 
Kidder says, “It makes interesting reading. 
Fighting fire seems simpler and more readable 
than Our firemen by Crump. The type is larg- 
er and it contains less material than the 
Crump book, especially anecdotes of exciting 
rescues, Both are excellent, but if libraries 
have not bought Our firemen by Crump, Fight- 
ing fire is recommended because it looks easier 
to read.’ For boys, grade 6 and above. Adults 
also will enjoy it. 


Perry, Josephine. Fish production. 1940. 
104p. illus. Longmans, $1.50. 639 


Modern methods of catching and marketing 
fish are described in simple language, illus- 
trated with photographie reproductions. The 
information covers a wide range of the indus- 
try. and is remarkably comprehensive in its 
scope of 104 pages, Grades 4-5, 


Younger Children 


Midsummer day had been eagerly anticipated 
by Sigrid. The story gives not only the spirit 
of such a national festival, but also the legends 
and folk tales Sigrid tells her younger twin 
brother and sister. There are gaiety and fun 
throughout the book, and the author gives her 
usual sympathetic interpretation of Swedish 
life, not only in the story, but also in her de- 
lightful pictures. For grades 4-5. 


Flack, Marjorie and Larsson, Karl. Ped- 
ro. 1940. 96p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


A story of contrasts including the modern 
auto of the American tourist and the burros 
of the Mexican carrying gay pottery and blan- 
kets, all going to the market place of the small 
Mexican village on a fiesta day; Pedro, from 
his humble home of one room to the American 
lady’s lovely home where he becomes houseboy. 
A spirit of friendliness pervades the book. 
and Pedro’s friendship with the American boy 
Rill, whose life he saves at a rodeo, results 
in further opportunities of school, and good 
fortune from his American friends. Brown and 
white drawings and five colored pictures give 
added interest, as well as information of pre- 
sent day customs of native life. Grades 4-5. 


Lindsay, Maud. Jock Barefoot. 
177p. illus. Lothrop, $1.50. 


1939. 
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Children who have imagination and who do 
not find fairies, the Good little people, out of 
place in peoples’ affairs will enjoy this story 
of fun-loving Jocko who lived in Scotland long 
ago. Grades 4-5. 


Szekely, Mrs. Sari. Marika. 1939. 64p. 
illus. A. Whitman, $1.50. 


Marika, daughter of a famous concert sing- 
er, was born in the United States, but her 
father and mother take her to their native 
country of Hungary where she learns the cus- 
toms and has experiences which make the 
story, and which give to the reader a charm- 
ing picture of the country. The author, native 
of Hungary, and also the artist Mrs. Gabor, 
show sympathy and understanding of the local 
customs and habits which narrative and pic- 
tures faithfully describe. Grade 4. 


Horse and Dog Stories. 
(Including a toy horse.) 


Akers, Dwight. Sleepy Tom. 1939. 217p. 
illus. Putnam, $2. 


Twelve-year old Charlie Gibson acquires an 
unpromising looking colt which becomes not 
only a great pet of the children of the town, 
but later attracts those who see racing pos- 
sibilities, and the horse appears on the village 
speedway. Through some carelessness Sleepy 
Tom becomes blind, but is trained to under- 
stand signals. The story is based upon fact. 
taking place on the Ohio trotting tracks of the 
1870’s and ’80’s. It has the flavor and qualities 
of a good horse story. Grades 4-6. 


Anderson, C. W. Salute. 1940. 64p. illus. 
Maemillan, $1.50. 


Ten year-old Peter was being taken to his 
first race at Saratoga, but what was most un- 
expected he finds himself the owner of Mohawk. 
a horse crippled on the track, and whose owner 
desired only one thing, to find someone who 
would give him a good home. Under Peter's 
care Mohawk becomes strong, “sound as a dol- 
lar and hard as nails” said the trainer who 
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was admitting him to a race, and which won 
for Peter $500, and it was with this he bought 
the yearling, grandson of the great Man O’War, 
and he named him Salute. Rich in tone and 
quality are the beautiful lithograph illustra- 
tions. Grades 4-5. 


DuBois, William Pene. The great Gep- 
py. 1940. 92p. illus. Viking, $2. 


A book of sheer nonsense, in which Geppy, 
the striped horse, his real name Susagep (Peg- 
asus spelled backwards) becomes a detective 
in the circus of Micky Botta, and gloriously 
justifies the agency's slogan, “A suitable sleuth 
for all solvable crimes.” In addition he also 
must meet the requirements of the circus, 
namely. be a freak, be able to walk a tight- 
rope, train lions, and be shot from a cannon. 
Illustrations humorously in keeping with the 
text. Grades 4 and up. 


L’Hommedieu, Mrs. Dorothy Keasbey. 
Scampy, the little black cocker. 1939. 
64p. illus. Lippincott, $1.50. 


Another dog that will become a favorite. 
Scampy was sure that his mother was mistak- 
en about his being too young to go out into 
the world alone. He wasn’t afraid, ‘‘not even 
of a big black bear.”” He runs away and see 
life finding it rather startling in the lonely 
meadow, and the dark woods. Neither the frog 
nor the pheasant, nor the turtle seems to think 
him very much, and yet he has a fine tale to 
tell when he returns home. Illustrations by 
Marguerite Kirmse in color, and black and 
white are delightful. Picture book age to Grade 
8. 


Williams, Ursula Moray. Adventures of 
the little wooden horse. 1939. 204p. 
illus. Lippincott, $1.50. 


The gayly painted little wooden horse had a 
great many thrilling and dangerous adventures 
in trying to bring to Uncle Peder, the toymak- 
er, the riches which would bring him comfort 
and security. Because each chapter is an ad- 
venture, the book lends itself to reading aloud. 
Grades 3-4. 
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